94    SOME  UNPUBLISHED LETTERS

much in request. I have met her twice, but
wou'dnot visit her out of regard to Madame
de G-uerchy. The Due de Nivernois has
made an incomparable translation of nay
history of Modern Gardening, as I suppose
your sisters, to whom I gave one, have told
you. My Strawberry Editions, merely from
their scarcity, sell ridiculously dear. I was
forced to pay thirteen guineas yesterday
for the Anecdotes of Painting in England
in quarto for the King of Poland, who had
sent to me for them, & I had not a spare
copy left. It is hard to pay almost treble
the value for my own impressions ! If
Collectors are fools, it is a comfort, at least,
that the works of great authors are common
& cheap.

Lady Di (Beauclerc) has painted a new
room at her Cottage, since you saw it, with
small pictures of peasants & children, in
rounds and squares, that are chained together
by "Wreaths of natural flowers that exceed
her lilies, & all flowers that ever were painted.
What pity that they are in water colours, &
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